

	Unit Title: 
	The Tale of Two Cultures: Mesopotamia and Iraq.   

	Unit Designers (Content Area, Grade Level Team):
	Maddy Cornish & April Lemmings

	Level(s):
	Grade 6
	Time Span:
	4 - 5 weeks


Content Area:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Career Prep

               FORMCHECKBOX 
Health/PE
            FORMCHECKBOX 
M&C Languages
   FORMCHECKBOX 
Social Studies                   FORMCHECKBOX 
English Language Arts                 FORMCHECKBOX 
Mathematics
            FORMCHECKBOX 
Science & Tech
                 FORMCHECKBOX 
Visual & Perf. Arts
Summary of Unit:

Students will examine an ancient civilization in the Fertile Crescent and explore its development from a nomadic to an agrarian society.  Through this exploration students will apply their knowledge and understanding of the five themes of geography with a primary focus on culture.  Some cultural topics will include government, religion, and inventions (Ziggurat, cuneiform, wheel, seed plow, etc.)  Students will recognize the success of a civilization is dependent upon the location, the climate and the natural resources, specifically the Tigris and Euphrates rivers.  
Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
A. Applications of Social Studies Process, Knowledge and Skills
A1 b. Determine the nature and extent of information needed
A1c. Locate and access relevant information that includes multiple perspectives from varied sources. 
A1e. Distinguish between primary and secondary sources. 
A1g. Use additional sources to resolve contradictory information.
Civics & Government

B1f. Compare the structures and processes of United States government with examples of other forms of government.

Geography
D1a. Explain that geography includes the study of physical, environmental, and cultural features of the State, nation, and various regions of the world to identify consequences of geographic influences and make predictions. 
D1d. Describe the impact of change, including technological change, on the physical and cultural environment.
D2a.  Explain geographic features that have impacted unity and diversity in Maine, the United States and other nations. 
History
E1a.  Explain that history includes the study of past human experience based on available evidence from a variety of sources; and explain how history can help one better understand and make informed decisions about the present and future. 

Key Knowledge And Skills Students Will Acquire:

(As a result of this unit, students will know/ understand/ be able to ….)
Students will be able to find the absolute and relative locations of ancient and modern political and physical features. 
Students will also explain patterns of migration, how cultures differ in their use of similar environments and resources.

Students will be able to tell how geography affected economic activity.   

Students will also have an understanding of the contributions of ancient Mesopotamia and how it affected cultural developments of modern day Iraq. 
Students will understand the roll and dynamics of ancient government and how government has evolved. 
Students will understand the importance of evolving from Hunters and gatherers to farming. (from nomads to an agrarian society.)
How students will provide evidence of their understandings:

(Formal and informal assessments – please be specific)
Assessment:  A Tale of Two Cultures (constructed response)
Informal assessment:   ancient Mesopotamian inventions & travel brochure.
Informal assessment:   observations, projects, maps, graphs and diagrams.
Key Pre-Requisite Knowledge and Skills:

(Before beginning this unit, students should know/ understand/ be able to …)
Students will know how to use mapping skills, geographical terms, research skills and the five themes of geography.
Students will know how to use a variety of maps to gather and interpret geographic information.
Students will understand and be able to read time lines. 

Enduring Understandings:
(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  This includes a concept/ theme/issue (the ‘big idea’) that can transfer to other topics, fields, and adult life.  Enduring Understandings are purposefully broad and are deliberately framed as a generalization.  For example, Change causes conflict or Accurate planning and measurement saves time, money and waste)
Overarching Enduring Understandings:
· An agrarian society is more productive than a nomadic society. 
· Ancient civilizations impact the lives of present day cultures.

Unit Specific Enduring Understandings:
· The ancient Mesopotamian culture impacted government, religion, and economic growth throughout the world. 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
(To be used as an instructional tool with students.  An overarching question recurs naturally throughout one’s learning and in the progressive teaching of a subject, has no obvious “right” answer, is deliberately framed to provoke and sustain student interest, and raises important questions.  For example, What is the American Dream (is it fact or fiction)?, How has changing technology changed society?, Why do we need beliefs and values?, or What makes a “good decision” good?
Overarching Essential Questions:

· How does location impact the growth of civilization?
· Are natural resources dictating our society?
Unit Specific Essential Questions:

· How have innovations impacted the people of the Middle East both in the past and present? 
· Why is ancient Mesopotamia called the “Cradle of Civilization?”

Teaching And Learning Experiences Used To Help Students Understand:
(Activities varied grouping structures, etc.)
Mapping and graphing activities for Southwest Asia. (D1a)
Time lines (Hammurabi vs. Democracy) (B1f)
Projects that reflect the cultural diversity of Southwest Asia, specifically, Mesopotamia and Iraq. (D1d, D2a) 

Research on the Mesopotamian innovations & Tigris & Euphrates (A1g, A1c)
Play: “The Mesopotamians & Gilgmesh” &  “Code of Hammurabi”, “Babylonia” (E1a)

How technology will be used to increase student achievement:
Students will use the internet (www.classzone.com) and Portaportal. 

Students will use the internet to develop research projects. 

Various DVDs related to Southwest Asian culture (Trav’s Travels).
Primary Source: Mesopotamia & Iraq books (Literacy Specialist’s room)

Instructional Resources:

World Cultures and Geography book. 
Reading study guides, teaching activities, modified lesson plans from above text.
Literature such as various plays and books such as  Daily life in ancient Mesopotamia by Karen Rhea Nemet-nejet, Hidden under the ground, the world beneath your feet by Peter Kent, and Iraq: People & Cultures, by Bobby Kalman
Literature such as The Golden Sandal, a Middle Eastern Cinderella Tale, by Rebecca Hickox,  
Maps and graphs of Mesopotamian geography and culture.
Recommended novels to go with this unit:  

Below:

Pocket time line of Ancient Mesopotamia by Katherine Wiltshire
At grade level:
Mesopotamia: Iraq in Ancient Times by Peter Crisp

Heroines, great women in history by Rebecca Hazell. (this has famous women from China)
Above:

Gilgamesh: A new Rendering in English Verse by David Ferry
Attach a copy of the unit assessment, including a STANDARDS-BASED rubric or criteria for evaluation of student achievement.
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