                     Lesson Plan Outline for Grade 6-HSES

    Cartoon Civics:  The Impact of Propaganda on Civic Involvement 

Author: [Linda Andrews, Sue Tifft, Angela Jordan, Hartford Sumner Elementary School,social studies, classroom teachers]


Suggested Grade Level: [6]

Subject Area:  [Literacy and social studies]

Learning Results/Common Core: 

Civic Education Connections- research to build and present knowledge related to the impact of propaganda on civic action.

Time Required: 

2 weeks

Learning Objectives: 

Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. Gather relevant information from multiple digital and print sources, (focus on primary sources) assess the credibility of each source, and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and providing basic bibliographic information for sources.- from  social studies standards
Learners will increase knowledge of persuasive techniques used in political cartoons,  will examine cartoons and analyze the techniques used.  They will research a well known children’s author, Dr. Seuss, focusing on his political cartoons, and explain how he used his cartoons to impact civic action during WWII.

Materials and Resources Required:

Laptops, websites noted, taped commercials, and analysis sheet
Preparation Required/Preliminary Discussion:  
Students should already have had an introductory lesson discussing and comparing primary and secondary sources.  If not, the following link offers a nice slide show, lesson plan, quiz on the topic. http://www.digitalwish.com/dw/digitalwish/view_lesson_plans?id=4355
Day 1

Intro- access prior knowledge:

Ask students if they know what  the word “civics” means?  If no responses, ask them other words that have “civi” in them: should  respond with civilization, civilized, civil, civilian, etc.  What might make something civilized?  “rules, order, responsibilities” So civics might have to do with that: the goals and practices of citizenship-responsibilities and rights…educating citizens  

Have them make a 2 column chart, listing rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

Lesson Outline: 

Day 2

Review persuasive language used in their recent persuasive essays.

Intro the topic of propaganda through powerpoint: Whose voice guides your choice. http://www.slideshare.net/dmccorkleporter/whose-voice-guides-your-choice  Make a word wall with the various propaganda techniques mentioned, with definitions.

Look at taped commercials to identify examples of propaganda techniques.

Some can be found online here: http://www.funnyplace.org/arhiva.php
Day 3

Introduce the idea of persuasion through the use of cartoons.

Students work through the activities from the Library of Congress website  page on It’s No Laughing Matter. 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/activities/political-cartoon/
Add literary techniques and definitions to word wall.

Look at a more recent cartoon…related to 9/11 to analyze from 

http://ebookbrowse.com/gdoc.php?id=41327216&url=576dc2efea2870890bf275716b97f936
Day 4

Have students create their own cartoon on effective citizenship- see attached modified Maine LAD.

Day 5

Brainstorm books they know by Dr. Seuss.  Then discuss the fact that he was a political cartoonist-in his books, when promoting making good decisions such as in Yertle the Turtle ( don’t think you are better than others or take advantage of others), The Lorax (fighting pollution), Thidwick the Moose ( don’t be so polite you will be taken advantage of).

Have students partner read one of his books and to identify the theme or moral of the story.

Day 6

Look at political cartoons of Dr. Seuss and how he used his humor to promote civic action in relation to WWII. See http://theodorgeisel.weebly.com/political-cartoons.html  for an overview.  Together, analyze one of two of the cartoons included here, as prep for the assessment.

Assessment (see following)
Pick one of the political cartoons of Dr. Seuss below (from Library of Congress holdings re: Dr. Seuss Went to War

http://libraries.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dswenttowar/  ) and complete the analysis sheet.

Other primary source material:

http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/readacross/seuss/transcript/ An interview with Mrs. Dr. Seuss

http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/news/story.html?id=d3ac45e8-9deb-4434-9101-97364dc1ba8b&k=29973
http://davidsheff.com/Interview__Dr.html
secondary source with some quotes http://www.paperlessarchives.com/wwii_dr_seuss_cartoons.html
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Analysis Sheet

Which number cartoon are you analyzing?_________

Put an “x” next to any literary devices do you see in the cartoon, and explain its use. 

Symbolism __

Exaggeration __

Labeling __

Analogy__

Irony__

Put an “x” next to any types of propaganda seen in the cartoon and explain how it is used.

Bandwagon__

Name-calling__

Testimonial__

Glittering generalities __

Plain folk__

Transfer__

Emotional Words__

Fear__
Once you’ve identified the persuasive techniques that Dr. Seuss used, answer the following questions:

Who is depicted in the cartoon? 

What captions are included and what do they show?

What issue is this political cartoon about?

What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue?

Try to find any primary or secondary source information, other than his cartoons, that support your impressions of his opinions expressed in the cartoon.

How is Dr. Seuss using this cartoon to have an impact on civic involvement? Who is his target audience?

What other opinion can you imagine another person having on this issue?

Did you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or why not?

What other techniques could the cartoonist have used to make this cartoon more persuasive?

Rubric for Analysis Sheet
	
	1
	2
	3
	4

	Learners will increase knowledge of persuasive techniques used in political cartoons, will examine cartoons and analyze the techniques used.  They will explain how the artist used his cartoons to impact civic action.


	Learner is unable to identify examples of propaganda, literary devices or persuasive language in the cartoon. Cannot identify the characters, theme or the artist’s opinion on the issue.
	Learner attempts to identify examples of propaganda, literary devices or persuasive language in the cartoon. May be partially/totally incorrect. Attempts to identify the characters, theme or the artist’s opinion on the issue, but is mostly incorrect.
	Learner is able to identify examples of propaganda, literary devices and persuasive language in the cartoon. Can identify the characters, theme and the artist’s opinion on the issue.
	Learner is able to identify several examples of propaganda, literary devices and persuasive language in the cartoon. Can identify the characters, why they are included, the theme and the artist’s opinion on the issue. Gives sophisticated explanation. Checks other primary sources to verify accuracy of impressions.

Provides good ideas on other ways to add persuasiveness to the cartoon.
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Grade Span: 5-8
Discipline: Social Studies

Maine Learning Results: Civics and Government A-Rights, Responsibilities, and
Participation-Students will understand the rights and responsibilities of civic life and will
employ the skills of effective civic participation.

Performance Indicator 1-Students will be able to identify the characteristics of an effective
citizen.

Assessment Summary:

Following a class discussion on rights and responsibilities of citizens, students list
characteristics of an effective citizen and create a cartoon illustrating one of those
characteristics. As an extension, students write a paragraph justifying why the characteristic in
their cartoon is important.

Materials and Resources:

Print media and Internet access for research.

http://cagle .slate.msn.com/politicalcartoons/ examples of political cartoons.

http://www .etr.org/NSRC/pdfs/citizenship/guide effective citizenship 1.pdf -sample lesson
plan on effective citizenship

http://www .civiced.org/stds.html National Civic Standards

Student instructions and scoring guide.

Materials for creating a cartoon.

Suggested Timeframe:
One class period

Suggestions for Prior Instruction:

Define citizen and citizenship

Sample lesson effective citizenship:

http://www etr.org/NSRC/pdfs/citizenship/guide effective citizenship 1.pdf
Practice interpreting political cartoons. http://cagle.slate.msn.com/politicalcartoons/

Source of Original Assessment:

Local Assessment Summer Institute 2002

LAD Interim DRAFT 1

LAD Local Assessment Development
Maine Department of Education ¢ January 2003
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In class you have discussed what it means to be an effective citizen in your
school, community, state and nation. You have learned that being an
effective citizen involves certain rights and responsibilities.

Directions:

1. Identify 5-7 characteristics of an effective citizen.

2. Create a cartoon illustrating the meaning of one characteristic from your list.

Be sure to use propaganda techniques, literary devices and persuasive
language to influence your audience!

Extension: Explain why the characteristic you illustrated is important for effective
citizenship. Be sure to write in complete sentences, using persuasive language,
nd details to st i
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AN EFFECTIVE CITIZEN

An Effective Citizen: Student Response Page

*

Identify 5-7 characteristics of an effective citizen and list them below:

* Create a cartoon in the box below that illustrates the meaning of one
characteristic on your list.

LAD Interim DRAFT 3

LAD Local Assessment Development
Maine Department of Education ¢ January 2003
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