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American Studies 
Chief Black Hawk Writing Prompt 

 
As you prepare to address the following writing prompt, keep in mind 
your reading and our discussion of President Jefferson’s letter to 
Governor Harrison, President Jackson’s address to Congress regarding the 
Indian Removal Policy of 1830, and, the article On Indian Removal by 
Richard White. 
 
Setting up the  prompt: 
In 1832 Chief Black Hawk led a band of Sauk and Fox Indians in an effort 
to reclaim lands lost to white settlers in northern Illinois.  As the result 
of a highly questionable treaty signed in 1805, Sauk and Fox leaders 
ceded nearly 50 million acres to the United States in exchange for $1,000 
per year, plus the freedom to live on the land for as long as the U.S. 
government owned it.  With white population booming to near 150,000 in 
1828 the federal government told the Sauk and Fox peoples to begin 
relocating west of the Mississippi River.  In 1831 whites took over Black 
Hawk’s village and plowed under sacred burial grounds.  In 1832 Black 
Hawk and a band of Sauk and Fox returned.  Soon the Illinois militia and 
federal troops were called out to hunt down Black Hawk and his 
followers.  A four month war ensued.  Black Hawk was pursued into 
Wisconsin, where he was finally captured.  After a year in prison, Black 
Hawk returned to his people, now in Iowa, a broken man.   
 
The Prompt: 
Chief Black Hawk once said “How smooth must be the language of the 
whites, when they can make right look like wrong and wrong like right.”  
 
What do you think Black Hawk meant by this statement?  
Considering what you have  learned through your reading and 
our discussion of the  documents, do you agree with Black 
Hawk?  In no  more than two word processed pages,  explain your 
answers to those  questions.  Make sure to refer to specific 
details  from the documents  to support your point of view. 


