Drafting & Dining: George Washington’s Diary, May – June 1787

Lesson Plan

Author: Amy Clement, Holbrook School, Grade 8 Social Studies/Writing Teacher


Suggested Grade Level: 6-8
Subject Area:  Social Studies

Learning Results/Common Core:

2007 Maine Learning Results: Social Studies (6-8)

E.1.a. Explain that history includes the study of past human experience based on available evidence from a variety of sources; and explain how history can help one better understand and make informed decisions about the present and future.
E.1.b. Identify and analyze major historical eras, major enduring themes, turning points, events, consequences, and people in the history of Maine, the United States and various regions of the world. 

E.1.c. Trace and explain the history of democratic ideals and constitutional principles and their importance in the history of the United States and the world.

E.1.d. Analyze interpretations of historical events that are based on different perspectives and evidence.

Common Core State Standards: 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.8.2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
Time Required: 

One to three class periods (50 minutes each)

Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson students will be able to: 

- Examine and analyze primary source documents

- Describe George Washington’s experiences in Philadelphia during the Constitutional Convention 

- Understand Convention discussions, problems, and processes

- Determine social and geographic patterns in eighteenth-century Philadelphia 

Materials and Resources Required:

- Transcribed excerpt from The Diaries of George Washington. Vol. V. July 1786-December 1789. Printable PDF available via the Library of Congress Primary Source Sets: Constitution page, http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/constitution/
- Primary Source Analysis Tool, available via the Library of Congress Primary Source Analysis Tool page, http://www.loc.gov/teachers/primary-source-analysis-tool/
- Focused Learning Questions (below)

- Philadelphia Map with State House, 1752. Printable PDF available via the Library of Congress Primary Source Sets: Constitution page, http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/constitution/
Preparation Required/Preliminary Discussion:  

Before introducing this lesson, students should have a basic understanding of George Washington and the Constitutional Convention of 1787.  Students may or may not have experience analyzing primary source documents.   

Lesson Outline: 

Optional: Before handing out primary sources, ask students what they already know about George Washington and the Constitutional Convention as a means of review.  Make a list of students’ responses on the board.

1. Explain that in this lesson, students will analyze a primary source document relating to George Washington and the Constitutional Convention of 1787.  Hand out printed copies of Washington’s diary excerpt to each student, pair, or group.  Then distribute copies of the Primary Source Analysis Tool worksheet to each student.  

2. Ask students to read the document carefully, and to record their observations, reflections, questions, and suggestions for further investigation on their Analysis Tool worksheet.  Provide 10-15 minutes (more if needed) for reading and recording.  

3. Have students report their observation, reflections, and questions to the class.  Explain that the primary source they have analyzed is an excerpt from George Washington’s May – June 1787 diary, if students have not already determined this. 

4. Provide students with copies of the Focused Learning Questions.  Ask students to answer the questions based on information found in the diary excerpt.  Provide 10-15 minutes for further document analysis and worksheet completion. Read the questions aloud and call on students for answers. 

5. Ask students to describe what details Washington’s diary reveals about the Constitutional Convention and its participants, 1787 Philadelphia, etc. that might otherwise have been left out of the historical narrative typically outlined in textbooks and other secondary sources.  Discuss the value of primary sources for historical investigation.  Ask whether the Constitutional Convention and/or George Washington become more interesting, relevant, and understandable to students after reading the diary.

6. Consider optional extension activities below for further investigation of these topics.  

Extension Activities for Students: 

 1. Ask students to create a graph illustrating the growing strength of the Constitutional Convention over time as demonstrated by states’ participation.  Plot months/days along the X axis, and state representation (from first to last, as described by Washington) along the Y axis.
2. Have students write brief diary entries of their own for several days.  At the end of the week, ask students to look back at their entries and consider how the details and events that they wrote compare to those recorded by George Washington in 1787.  What is similar?  Different?  What do they think accounts for these similarities and differences?
3. Distribute copies of the Philadelphia Map with State House, 1752.  Ask students to examine the map carefully to see whether they can find any of the locations mentioned in Washington’s diary.  Have students mark or highlight locations (either on paper copies of the map or on a projected image, for example, using a Smart Board).

4. Refer back to students’ “Further Investigation” suggestion notes on their Analysis Tool worksheets.  Ask students to research new information (chosen by them or assigned by you) about George Washington and the Constitutional Convention using the Library of Congress website, school library, and other informational sources.  
Assessment Summary:

By the end of the lesson, students should better understand George Washington’s participation in the Constitutional Convention, as well as how he spent his time between Convention meetings.  They will be able to describe the types of observations Washington and his contemporaries in the late eighteenth century recorded in daily diary entries.  They will comprehend the lengthy process of Constitutional debate and drafting, and the gradual increase of states’ involvement over time.  Additionally, students will realize the value of analyzing primary sources, and the details that such sources can provide beyond the basic narrative of historical events. Students who participate in extension activity #3 will gain a better understanding of the geography of eighteenth-century Philadelphia. Worksheets and class discussions provide a basis for assessment.
Focused Learning Questions:

1. What sorts of details and events are recorded in Washington’s diary?  

2.  Did you notice any patterns?  If so, explain.  

3. Describe Washington’s arrival in Philadelphia.

4. What was Washington’s role at the Constitutional Convention?

5. Which two states were the first to be represented at the Constitutional Convention?  

6. Why do you think it took so long for state representatives to arrive at the Convention in Philadelphia?

7. How did Washington spend his free time while in Philadelphia? 

8. Jot down any words or phrases you do not understand. 
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