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President’s Research
“Presidents Make Good Leaders”
Lesson Plan

Author: Linda Tetreau, Massabesic Middle School, Social Studies/ US History


Suggested Grade Level:[8th grade
Subject Area:  Social Studies, Government,& Language Arts
Learning Results/Common Core: We use the Learning Targets developed by the Maine Cohort
I have attached PDF files for the Learning targets covered.
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Time Required: 

[2 to 3 weeks]

Learning Objectives:

[To show students how elections allow them to have a voice in running our country]

Materials and Resources Required:

[Any history texts and any encyclopedia]

Research Sites/Political Parties

http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/eras.html
Good information. If it shows up in a search, use it. It is hard to search the site itself. It has no internal search. There are lots of ads.

http://presidentelect.org/index.html
This site gives brief overviews of election information, you just pick the election year.

http://www.historycentral.com/index.html
Good information. This site does have many political ads. You can search the site but be careful. It also gives you links to other sites. Know when you leave the site!

http://www.history1700s.com/index.html
All things 1700’s. You can’t search within the site but they do have a table of contents. If this site comes up in your search, use it.

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/showelection.php?year=1796
This is a good site for election data. It also gives information on presidential speeches, proclamations, etc. Not all election years are covered for all topics. Choose the “ELECTION” tab to find your election year.

http://loc.gov
This is the official Library of Congress Site. It is search able but takes time to sort through and find just what you need. Great place for pictures, documents, and recordings.

http://si.edu
This is the official site of the Smithsonian Museum. This is a searchable site but will take time to sort through.

http://whitehouse.gov
The official White House site.

Preparation Required/Preliminary Discussion:  

[I use the introduction material attached and a PowerPoint for an introduction.]


[image: image4.emf]Background Information for Political Parties:   Student (s): _________________________________________   Party Politics   Vocabulary you need to know   as you read this :   Instituted   Consent   Derive (deriving)   Citizen     Campaign   “Wants and Needs”   Equitable   “Political   Issues”   Platform     Political parties have strongly influenced our history since the first two developed in 1796.  Remember, Washington didn’t really have to campaign much. Many of the Founding Fathers  didn’t think there would be a need for political parties   because everyone would just agree on  what was best for the country, just like they all agreed that George Washington would be the best  first president. They were wrong!      Our government is based on the principle that it was created for those that it gover ns (the  citizens), not for the advancement of those who govern it (politicians). In the Declaration of  Independence, Thomas Jefferson said,  “governments are instituted among men, deriving their  just powers from the consent of the governed” .   Political parti es formed to give citizens a voice in  how that government runs. To understand political parties we have to understand that parties are  formed by people who have similar opinions on how government can best serve the citizens.  These ideas include how we will   deal with other countries as well as how we will provide for the  “needs and wants” of our own people. The parties choose leaders they feel will best carry out the  wishes of the people they serve (other members of the parties and the country as a whole).  P resident Washington feared these political groups. He felt they would become too powerful.     Over the years, people’s ideas of the best way to run our government have changed, mainly  because the country itself has changed. The wants and needs of the citizen s today are, in some  ways, different than those in 1796. Some of these changes have been major because of the  expansion of our borders, the increase in population, and the advancement of technology. Some  of those wants and needs important in 1796 are very  similar to today: protection, fair treatment,  equitable rights.  Whatever the ideas and issues are, people still come together in political parties  with the goal of work toward getting people who share their beliefs elected to government  offices. Over the  more then 200 years that we have been a country, there have been dozens of  political parties. Each of these parties supported people they felt would be the best leader for our  country. People who would support laws and legislation that would meet what the  party felt were  the most important wants and needs of the citizens. Each party would do whatever it took to  convince others to vote for and elect their person.     Your job is to research one of these chosen leaders that ran for president at some point in our   history. The teacher will provide a list of candidates that we will use for this unit.  You will need  to tell the class about your leader; what issues they and their party supported, and as much about  their campaign as you can. You also need to explain wh at you think helped them get elected.  This could include their political believes, personal traits, a good campaign slogan, or historical  events. An example would be that how he handled “911” helped to reelect George W. Bush in  2004.    

Lesson Outline: 


[image: image5.emf]Components of Unit/Student Check List     Student ____________________________________   SS _____   Big Idea:     In the end, using the knowledge gained, you need to be able to answer the questions:   What makes a resource relevant or not?   What is the role   and   influence of citizens and   groups in the political process ?   What is   the impact of leaders on their country, society, and time period ?     Components of Unit:   ____  Know the Vocabulary     You will need to take the “Vocabulary Test” or,     Show you understand the Voc abulary list for the Unit.   ____ Candidate Research :   W ho were involved?   W hen did it take place?   W hat was the political party (ies) of the time?   W hat were the party platforms?   W hat planks were most appealing to voters?   W hat were the negative campaigns again  the candidate?   W hat does the election data say about the election?     What part of the country got them elected?     Was it a close election?   H ow does your president rank compared to all presidents?   What traits of the president’s or events during his term in  office factor into the rank?   ____  Presenting  Research : (Turn in before working on Presenting President)   Use easybib.com   Choose 3 relevant sources and evaluate them in the annotation   Choose 1 irrelevant source and evaluate it in the annotation   ____  Presenti ng Your President:     Determine an appropriate way to tell others about what you learned   Include all parts of the research   Include a summary of your constructive responses        


Assessment Summary:

After the Lesson Evaluation:

I did this lesson with my students just before the 2012 elections. The kids were assigned their presidents randomly. For the rest of the year I always have one or two students who can add details about the president in office during that era. For another time I might pull out those presidents who were not in office long enough to make an impact. The students found those particularly hard to do. 
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RSU 57 Assessments/Scoring Guide 


ELA.03.WRP.01.02 Citing Research 


Mrs. Tetreau 


CONTENT AREA: English Language Arts 


 


LEVEL:3 


STANDARD/STRAND: Writing:  


 


MEASUREMENT TOPIC: Types and Purposes: Research 


Process 


Score Content Knowledge Taxonomy Level 


and Reasoning 


Process 


Assessment Items 


4.0 3.0 knowledge and inferences or 


applications beyond what was taught. 


 


Analysis 


Specifying 


make and 


defend 


4.0 ASSESSMENT ITEMS: As a result of 


understanding the ideas and/or being skilled at the 


processes beyond what was explicitly taught in 3.0, 


the student is able to: 


 Student can logically explain why using relevant 


sources is important to research. 


 Student can logically explain why annotated 


citations are important both to the researcher and 


to the instructor. 


3.5    


3.0 No major errors or gaps in the 


following TARGETED, COMPLEX 


ideas and/or processes: 


Is skilled at selecting and using relevant 


sources to conduct a basic research 


project 


Analysis 


evaluate 


3.0 ASSESSMENT ITEMS: As a result of 


understanding the ideas and/or being skilled at the 


processes identified in 3.0, the student is able to: 


Students will use easybib.com to cite resources 


used. When citing sources, students must annotate 


the 3 sources evaluating why they were helpful 


Students must also cite 1 source found that was 


irrelevant and describe the problems in the 


annotation. 


2.5    


2.0 No major errors or gaps in the 


following FOUNDATIONAL, SIMPLE 


details and/or processes: 


Knows relevant sources, irrelevant 


sources, and research 


Recognizing 


identify 


2.0 ASSESSMENT ITEMS: As a result of knowing 


the details and/or being skilled at the processes 


identified in 2.0, the student is able to: 


Student can identify from the sites that they used, 


those that were relevant to the topic and those not 


relevant. 


 


1.5   


 1.0 With help … has the 2.0 content 


 


 


0.5  


0.0 Even with help…does not have the 2.0 


content 


 


 


 






Background Information for Political Parties:

Student (s): _________________________________________

Party Politics

Vocabulary you need to know as you read this:

Instituted	Consent	Derive (deriving)	Citizen		Campaign

“Wants and Needs”	Equitable	“Political Issues”	Platform



Political parties have strongly influenced our history since the first two developed in 1796. Remember, Washington didn’t really have to campaign much. Many of the Founding Fathers didn’t think there would be a need for political parties because everyone would just agree on what was best for the country, just like they all agreed that George Washington would be the best first president. They were wrong! 



Our government is based on the principle that it was created for those that it governs (the citizens), not for the advancement of those who govern it (politicians). In the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson said, “governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed”. Political parties formed to give citizens a voice in how that government runs. To understand political parties we have to understand that parties are formed by people who have similar opinions on how government can best serve the citizens. These ideas include how we will deal with other countries as well as how we will provide for the “needs and wants” of our own people. The parties choose leaders they feel will best carry out the wishes of the people they serve (other members of the parties and the country as a whole). President Washington feared these political groups. He felt they would become too powerful.



Over the years, people’s ideas of the best way to run our government have changed, mainly because the country itself has changed. The wants and needs of the citizens today are, in some ways, different than those in 1796. Some of these changes have been major because of the expansion of our borders, the increase in population, and the advancement of technology. Some of those wants and needs important in 1796 are very similar to today: protection, fair treatment, equitable rights.  Whatever the ideas and issues are, people still come together in political parties with the goal of work toward getting people who share their beliefs elected to government offices. Over the more then 200 years that we have been a country, there have been dozens of political parties. Each of these parties supported people they felt would be the best leader for our country. People who would support laws and legislation that would meet what the party felt were the most important wants and needs of the citizens. Each party would do whatever it took to convince others to vote for and elect their person.



Your job is to research one of these chosen leaders that ran for president at some point in our history. The teacher will provide a list of candidates that we will use for this unit.  You will need to tell the class about your leader; what issues they and their party supported, and as much about their campaign as you can. You also need to explain what you think helped them get elected. This could include their political believes, personal traits, a good campaign slogan, or historical events. An example would be that how he handled “911” helped to reelect George W. Bush in 2004.





Back


ground 


Information for Political Parties:


 


Student (s): _________________________________________


 


Party Politics


 


Vocabulary you need to know


 


as you read this


:


 


Instituted


 


Consent


 


Derive (deriving)


 


Citizen


 


 


Campaign


 


“Wants and Needs”


 


Equitable


 


“Political Issues”


 


Platform


 


 


Political parties have 


strong


ly influenced


 


our history since the first two developed in 1796. 


Remember, Washington didn’t really have to campaign much. 


Many of the Founding Fathers 


didn’t think there would be a need for political parties because everyone would just agree on 


what


 


was best for the country


, just like they all agreed that George Washington would be the best 


first president


. They were wrong! 


 


 


Our government is based on the principle that


 


it was created for those


 


that it governs (the 


citizens), not for the advancement


 


of those who govern


 


it


 


(politicians). In the Declaration of 


Independence, Thomas Jefferson said, 


“governments are instituted among men, deriving their 


just powers from the consent of the governed”


.


 


Political parties formed to give citizens a voice


 


in 


how 


that government


 


run


s


. 


To understand political parties we have to understand that parties are 


fo


rmed by people who have similar 


opinions on how government 


can


 


best serve the citizens.


 


These ideas include how we will deal with other countries as well as how 


we will provide for the 


“


needs and wants


”


 


of our own people


. The parties choose leaders they feel will best carry out the 


wishes of the people they serve


 


(


other members of the parties


 


and the country as a whole


)


. 


President 


Washington


 


feared these political


 


groups. 


He felt they would become too powerful.


 


 


Over the years, people’s ideas of the best way to r


un our government have changed, mainly 


because the country itself has changed. The wants and 


needs of the citizens today are, in some 


ways, 


different than those in 1796. 


Some of these changes have been major


 


because of the 


expan


sion of our borders, the increase in


 


population, and 


the 


advancement of technology. Some 


of those wants and n


eeds important in


 


1796


 


are very similar to 


to


day


: protectio


n, fair treatment, 


equitable rights


.  


Whatever the ideas and issues are, people still come together in political parties


 


with the goal of


 


work toward


 


getting


 


people 


who share their beliefs elected 


to 


government 


office


s


. Over the more then 200 years that we


 


have been a country, there have been dozens of 


political parties. 


Each of these parties support


ed people


 


they felt would be the best leader for our 


country. 


People who would support laws and legislation that would meet what the party felt were 


the most im


portant wants and needs of the citizens. 


Each party would do whatever it took to 


convince others to vote for and elect their person.


 


 


Your job is to research one of these


 


chosen


 


leaders that ran for president


 


at some point in our 


history


.


 


The teacher will 


provide a list of candidates that we will use for this unit.


  


You will need


 


to tell the class 


about your leader


; what 


issues they and their party supported


, 


and as much about 


their campaign as you can


.


 


You also need to explain what you think helped them ge


t elected.


 


This could include their political believes, personal traits,


 


a good campaign slogan,


 


or historical 


events. An example would be that how he handled “911” helped to 


re


elect George W. Bush in 


2004.


 


 



Components of Unit/Student Check List



Student ____________________________________   SS _____

Big Idea:

 In the end, using the knowledge gained, you need to be able to answer the questions:

What makes a resource relevant or not?

What is the role and influence of citizens and groups in the political process?

What is the impact of leaders on their country, society, and time period?



Components of Unit:

____ Know the Vocabulary

	You will need to take the “Vocabulary Test” or,

	Show you understand the Vocabulary list for the Unit.

____ Candidate Research:

Who were involved?

When did it take place?

What was the political party (ies) of the time?

What were the party platforms?

What planks were most appealing to voters?

What were the negative campaigns again the candidate?

What does the election data say about the election?

	What part of the country got them elected?

	Was it a close election?

How does your president rank compared to all presidents?

What traits of the president’s or events during his term in office factor into the rank?

____ Presenting Research: (Turn in before working on Presenting President)

Use easybib.com

Choose 3 relevant sources and evaluate them in the annotation

Choose 1 irrelevant source and evaluate it in the annotation

____ Presenting Your President:

	Determine an appropriate way to tell others about what you learned

Include all parts of the research

Include a summary of your constructive responses






Constructive Responses



Student ________________________________________________    SS _____



Each student has to answer these constructed responses 1 & 2 individually. Your constructive response will be weighted more heavily than group work. CR#3 is for a 4 in that learning target.



____ Constructive Response: #1 SS.06.GRR.01.02

LT= Understands the roles and influence of citizens and groups in the political process

How does a citizen’s participation in the political process get their voice heard in government? Use “Political Action Vocabulary”



____ Constructive Response: #2 SS.04.WHL.01.02

LT=Understands the impact of leaders (your president) on their country, society, and time period

How did your president influence the country, its society and even the world, while they were in office?





____ Constructive Response: #3 ELA.03.WRP.01.02 Citing Research (For a 4)

LT= Is skilled at selecting and using relevant sources to conduct a basic research project

1. Student can logically explain why using relevant sources is important to research.

or

2. Student can logically explain why annotated citations are important both to the researcher and to the instructor.
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Components of Unit/Student Check List 


 


Student ____________________________________   SS _____ 


Big Idea: 


 In the end, using the knowledge gained, you need to be able to answer the questions: 


What makes a resource relevant or not? 


What is the role and influence of citizens and groups in the political process? 


What is the impact of leaders on their country, society, and time period? 


 


Components of Unit: 
____ Know the Vocabulary 


 You will need to take the “Vocabulary Test” or, 


 Show you understand the Vocabulary list for the Unit. 


____ Candidate Research: 


Who were involved? 


When did it take place? 


What was the political party (ies) of the time? 


What were the party platforms? 


What planks were most appealing to voters? 


What were the negative campaigns again the candidate? 


What does the election data say about the election? 


 What part of the country got them elected? 


 Was it a close election? 


How does your president rank compared to all presidents? 


What traits of the president’s or events during his term in office factor into the rank? 


____ Presenting Research: (Turn in before working on Presenting President) 


Use easybib.com 


Choose 3 relevant sources and evaluate them in the annotation 


Choose 1 irrelevant source and evaluate it in the annotation 


____ Presenting Your President: 


 Determine an appropriate way to tell others about what you learned 


Include all parts of the research 


Include a summary of your constructive responses 


 


  







Constructive Responses 


 


Student ________________________________________________    SS _____ 


 


Each student has to answer these constructed responses 1 & 2 individually. Your 


constructive response will be weighted more heavily than group work. CR#3 is for 


a 4 in that learning target. 


 
____ Constructive Response: #1 SS.06.GRR.01.02 


LT= Understands the roles and influence of citizens and groups in the political 


process 


How does a citizen’s participation in the political process get their voice 


heard in government? Use “Political Action Vocabulary” 
 


____ Constructive Response: #2 SS.04.WHL.01.02 


LT=Understands the impact of leaders (your president) on their country, society, and 


time period 


How did your president influence the country, its society and even the 


world, while they were in office? 


 


 


____ Constructive Response: #3 ELA.03.WRP.01.02 Citing Research (For a 4) 


LT= Is skilled at selecting and using relevant sources to conduct a basic research 


project 


1. Student can logically explain why using relevant sources is important to 


research. 


or 


2. Student can logically explain why annotated citations are important both to 


the researcher and to the instructor. 
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CR Rubrics> Presidents Unit 


Citizen’s Voice Rubric: 


 


Leadership Rubric: 


 


  


Standard 


US Government & Civics 
Social Studies: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 


Learning Target 


SS.06.GRR.01.02  


Citizens’ Voice 


Understands the roles and influence of citizens and groups in the political process 


Score 
1 


Does Not Meet 


2 


Approaches 


3 


Meets Standard 


4 


Exceeds the Standard 


Task 1:   Students will 


analyze political issues and 


ideas and draw conclusions 


on how lobbying, 


lobbyists, special interests 


group, PACs, and other 


political action groups help 


citizens in electing 


representatives thereby 


giving them a voice in 


government.  


Student cannot 


show a clear 


understanding of 


political terms. 


Student can describe the 


following with definitions 


and/or examples: 


lobbying, lobbyists, 


special interests group, 


PACs/Super PAC, 


grassroots and political 


parties. 


Using the “Political Action 


Vocabulary”, student draws 


conclusions on how the 


political action process help 


give citizens voice in 


government through 


elections. 


Meets criteria for 3  


Student can logically and 


clearly explain how one 


president was elected by 


popular voice and support. 
 


Standard 


World History: 
Social Studies:  Leadership & People 


Learning Target 


SS.04.WHL.01.02 


Leadership 


Understands the impact of leaders on their country, society, and time period 


Score 
1 


Does Not Meet 


2 


Approaches 


3 


Meets Standard 


4 


Exceeds the Standard 


Task 2: Constructed 


Response:   Students will 


research the term of a US 


President and explain way 


in which his actions and 


policies influenced the 


time, society, and country  


Shows little 


understanding of 


leadership traits 


Student can identify a 


President and list some 


evidence to support his 


leadership and importance 


to the era. 


Student can explain way in 


which a selected president 


influenced the country, its 


society and even the world, 


while they were in office? 


May include after term 


influences 


Meets criteria for 3  


Student can analyze and 


logically and clearly compare 


the leadership traits of the 


president they studied which 


a recent president of our 


country or of another 


country.  
 







Research Rubric=Bibliography 


 


 


 


 


Standard 


ELA 
ELA.03.WRP.01.02 Citing Research 


Learning Target Is skilled at selecting and using relevant sources to conduct a basic research project 


Score 
1 


Does Not Meet 


2 


Approaches 


3 


Meets Standard 


4 


Exceeds the Standard 


Task 1: Student will 


be able to cite 


accurately sources 


used. 


Little 


understanding of 


citations or site 


relevancy 


1. Citation has 


inaccuracies 


2.Did not show 


relevancy of at least 3 


sites  


3. Could not explain 


irrelevancy 


Use easybib.com or 


other online 


bibliography maker 


Choose 3 relevant 


sources and evaluate 


them in the 


annotation 


Choose 1 irrelevant 


source and evaluate 


it in the annotation 


Meets criteria for 3  


Student can logically 


explain why using relevant 


sources is important to 


research. 


or 


2. Student can logically 


explain why annotated 


citations are important 


both to the researcher and 


to the instructor. 
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RSU 57 Assessments/Scoring Guide 
SS.06.GRR.01.02 Citizens’ Voice 


CONTENT AREA: Social Studies 
LEVEL: 6 


STANDARD/STRAND: US Government & Civics 
MEASUREMENT TOPIC: Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship 


Score Content Knowledge Taxonomy Level 
and Reasoning 
Process 


Assessment Items 


4.0 3.0 knowledge and inferences or applications 
beyond what was taught. 


Understands the roles and influence 
of citizens and groups in the political 
process and applies the knowledge to 
a new situation. 


KNOWLEDGE 


UTILIZATION 
Decision Making 
Which among the 
following would be 
the best… 


4.0 ASSESSMENT ITEMS: As a result of understanding the ideas 
and/or being skilled at the processes beyond what was explicitly 
taught in 3.0, the student is able to: 
Using someone you know (or know of) that you think would be a 


good president, choose which special interest groups would offer 


the best support for them and why. (This could be you.) 


3.5    
3.0 No major errors or gaps in the following 


TARGETED, COMPLEX ideas and/or processes: 


Understands the roles and influence 
of citizens and groups in the political 
process 


ANALYSIS 
Generalizing 


draw conclusions 


3.0 ASSESSMENT ITEMS: As a result of understanding the ideas 
and/or being skilled at the processes identified in 3.0, the student 
is able to: 
Students will analyze political issues and ideas and draw 


conclusions on how lobbying, lobbyists, special interests group, 


PACs, and other political action groups help citizens in electing 


representatives thereby giving them a voice in government. (The 


Presidents, governors, senators, etc.) 


2.5    
2.0 No major errors or gaps in the following 


FOUNDATIONAL, SIMPLE details and/or 
processes: 


 Knows examples of groups that 
might influence the political process 
including but not limited to 
lobbyists, special interests, PACs, 
etc. 


 Know the roles played by people 
and groups in the political process 


RETRIEVAL 


Recalling 


describe 


2.0 ASSESSMENT ITEMS: As a result of knowing the details 
and/or being skilled at the processes identified in 2.0, the student 
is able to: 


Student will describe the following with definitions 
and examples: lobbying, lobbyists, special interests 
group, PACs, caucus, 
 


1.5   
 1.0 With help … has the 2.0 content 


0.5  
0.0 Even with help…does not have the 2.0 content 
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Political Party Research President ______________________________________________________ 


 


Leadership Rubric  Student ___________________________________________________  SS_____ 


 


Historical Presentation: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Constructed Response: 


Standard 


World History: 
Social Studies:  Leadership & People 


Learning Target 


SS.04.WHL.01.02 


Leadership 


Understands the impact of leaders on their country, society, and time period 


Score 1 


Does Not Meet 


2 


Approaches 


3 


Meets Standard 


4 


Exceeds the Standard 


Task 1 : Presentation:   
Students will research the 


term of a US President 


and explain way in which 


his actions and policies 


influenced the time, 


society, and country  


Shows little 


understanding of 


leadership traits 


Student can identify a 


President and list some 


evidence to support his 


leadership and importance 


to the era. 


Student can explain way in 


which a selected president 


influenced the country, its 


society and even the world, 


while they were in office? 


May include after term 


influences 


Meets criteria for 3  


Student can analyze and logically 


and clearly compare the 


leadership traits of the president 


they studied which a recent 


president of our country or of 


another country.  


 


Standard 


World History: 
Social Studies:  Leadership & People 


Learning Target 


SS.04.WHL.01.02 


Leadership 


Understands the impact of leaders on their country, society, and time period 


Score 1 


Does Not Meet 


2 


Approaches 


3 


Meets Standard 


4 


Exceeds the Standard 


Task 2: Constructed 


Response:   Students will 


research the term of a US 


President and explain way 


in which his actions and 


policies influenced the 


time, society, and country  


Shows little 


understanding of 


leadership traits 


Student can identify a 


President and list some 


evidence to support his 


leadership and importance to 


the era. 


Student can explain way in 


which a selected president 


influenced the country, its 


society and even the world, 


while they were in office? 


May include after term 


Meets criteria for 3  


Student can analyze and logically 


and clearly compare the 


leadership traits of the president 


they studied which a recent 


president of our country or of 


another country.  
 







 influences 






